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X. On evening X4 December Dr. Fishel, who had been with Diem that 
afternoon, reported that Diem informed him as fellows: 

T Hu 

a) CoioneX Minister of Information, with Caodaist affilia- 
tions, told Diem the Sects would not be reconciled* to the appointment 
of Quat in the Government. Diem also said thavS^ himself was op- 
posed to Quat's appointment and was one of the six ministers who 
opposed^*^ entrance into the Government. 

b) Diem believes that the threat of the Sects to rebel is real 
and that since the Army is not ready to take on the Sects, such 
threats must be given grave consideration. He feels that the Army 
needs one or two months of training before they would be ready to 

Enforce the will of the government on the Sects should the latter 
attempt a rebellion over some political decision. He said that he 
felt that American sentiment that the Sects did not constitute a 
real threat was derived from French sources since the French 
***** would like to see the Sects rebel, the National Army deffeated 
and the Government fall on its face. 


c) Diem further stated that when the Sects were ho longer ' 

needed in the Government he would appoint Quat as Minister of Defense. 

. M-t d u Di ® m S ^i d thafc he had offered the post of Minister of Defense 
to Minh and had assured Minh that he would have full authority if he 
took this assignment. Minh replied that he thought that in view 

A? 8 ? new J Qbs » ib would be better if he were not 

appointed Minister of Defense immediately but perhaps in a month. 

Diem pressed Minh further and latter agreed to accept post in two weeks 

® A, em further told Fishel that he was going to continue to 
press Minh to take the Ministry of Defense at once, 

2. Fishel reported morning 15 December that Diem has persuaded Minh 

P ^ fc ° f Minister Defense at once and that Mi^wouldbe ap- 
pointed to that post either today (l$th> or tomorrow. P 



